The role of inhibited larvae in the epidemiology of ovine haemonchosis.
Three paddocks were contaminated with Haemonchus contortus eggs from early spring to mid summer by yearling sheep. In Paddock 1, all contamination was derived from worms that had been previously inhibited in their development. The contamination in Paddock 2 was produced only by infections recently acquired from pasture, and in Paddock 3 contamination was attributable to both sources. When the yearling sheep were replaced in mid-summer by newly weaned lambs, severe outbreaks of haemonchosis occurred on all paddocks. It was concluded that inhibited H. contortus larvae are capable of producing sufficient eggs, when they resume development, to initiate an outbreak of haemonchosis in susceptible sheep.